Multimedia Designer AK

Curriculum

Pedagogical profile

Last edited : 10 – 03- 2009
Table of contents

Part 1 – Pedagogical profile

1. The basis of the curriculum
3

2. The purpose of the curriculum
3

3. Program objectives
4

4. Pedagogical and methodical considerations
4


The meeting of disparate disciplines
4

Project-oriented teaching
5


Project procedure
6


Collaboration with the business community
6


Pedagogical profile
6
	
	1. The basis of the curriculum


	
	

	
	2. The purpose of the curriculum

	The curriculum is the executive order in practice
	The purpose of this curriculum is to lay down the framework of the program. As such, it is our interpretation of the executive order from the Danish Ministry of Education concerning the program for qualification as a Multimedia Designer AK.

The curriculum is thus the practical application of the text of the executive order and states precisely how the program is constructed. It therefore acts as a general basis for the program itself.

In practice, this means that the student has the right to an education that accords with the curriculum.

Therefore, it is important that the student studies this curriculum carefully to ensure that he/she is fully familiar with its contents.


	
	3. Program objectives

	
	The objectives of this program are to give the student the qualifications to independently design, plan, implement and control multimedia assignments and to contribute to the implementation, administration and maintenance of multimedia productions.

Section 2. The aim is to enable the student
1. To apply a range of principles and methods for planning and managing the development process from the initial idea to implementation

2. To combine in-depth knowledge about design, communication and development with knowledge about creative, innovative, organizational, financial and environmental conditions
3. To participate in management and collaborative contexts with people who may have different educational, linguistic or cultural backgrounds.

	
	4. Pedagogical and methodical considerations

	
	The meeting of disparate disciplines

During the program, the student will come into contact with a wide range of subjects which, in different ways, are all relevant and indeed necessary in connection with the development and management of multimedia productions. This meeting between elements from widely differing academic disciplines will make high demands on the student's flexibility and his/her ability to integrate very different traditions into study and work situations.
The form of teaching during the program 

At HANSENBERG we at the Nordic Multimedia Academy (commonly known as NoMA) differentiate between content-oriented teaching and teaching with inter-disciplinary orientation.

The form of teaching therefore alternates between classroom lessons, guest lectures, group exercises, copycatting and inter-disciplinary project work.

The content-oriented section is based on courses with a fixed syllabus and ongoing assignments to be completed during the courses.

The section with inter-disciplinary orientation is based on a problem and project-oriented form of teaching.

The program and the form of teaching are naturally distinguished by their higher education nature, which makes demands on commitment and study activity.

Inter-disciplinary aspects of the program

The inter-disciplinary approach is about the interrelationship between the four subject areas and the progression of content between the various semesters and subjects.

The inter-disciplinary approach is ensured by: 
· The collaborative planning of the program by the teachers

· The inclusion by individual teachers of relevant points of contact from the other subject areas

· Offering inter-disciplinary projects of various scopes and durations

· Group assignments allocated and completed in connection with the teaching of individual subjects

· Group assignments allocated and completed across the boundaries of individual subjects

· Activities relevant to study, which involve key points from the objectives of the program as well as study-related content pursuant to the relevant executive order and the curriculum.

Project-oriented teaching

The program is firmly centred on multimedia productions, which are typically prepared in teams – as is the case in the business community. Therefore, the fundamental forms of teaching used for the program are projects and group work. This means that while working on the various projects, the student will need to be an active member of a group. 

The project organization form of teaching provides the student with important experience of the problems associated with group work and their solutions. Therefore, the ongoing evaluation of process and method forms a fundamental part of tests and examinations.
In preparing the teaching, every effort is made to include varied forms of teaching, including the effect of alternating between theory and practice. The teaching staff give priority to ensuring that the program is relevant and up to date – from both professional and pedagogical perspectives. Group counselling and individual guidance interviews are used to support the students in their professional and personal development.
The projects on this program are obligatory and are thus an essential condition for the student being allowed to sit the examinations. In practice, this means that the project input of the individual students during each semester must be approved by the teachers.
The projects and their content are planned and announced regularly during the program. This means that there is every opportunity to follow the development of the program content, include ideas, and take a position on the currents within each separate area. 
The project formulations will be within the goal descriptions of the subject areas of the program.

A high level of independence and initiative is expected from the students. The individual students will be responsible for acquiring the knowledge and the skills offered by the program.
At the same time, the purpose of the program is to develop and provide support for independence and the desire for initiative. As a result, we place great emphasis on giving students every opportunity to express themselves and take on areas of responsibility. Students are expected to do so through writing reports and solving assignments in connection with courses, and by completing tests and projects.

This form of teaching ensures that students receive the necessary theoretical foundations and skills to be able to evaluate and work independently with the content elements that make up the program.

Additionally, the projects are intended to provide a form of work that closely resembles those applied within the business community, thus providing students with real world insights.

Project procedure

In this context, “projects” are taken to mean multimedia-related assignments of short or long duration that are normally completed as group assignments. Problems closely related to those that arise in practice are used to build up projects involving multiple areas of content and take as their starting point work towards a specific goal.
These ongoing projects are completed by groups either chosen by the teachers or decided among the students themselves. For all projects, a supervisor will be linked to each group.  

It is expected that the groups – for long or short periods depending on the duration of the projects – work independently and make full use of the resources represented in the group. The intention is for the groups to use internal discussions and collaboration to inspire and supplement each other in order to arrive at a solution to the project.

Here, too, the associated supervisor can be useful and should be involved, for example, through the agreement of regular meetings with the group. For such meetings, the group should prepare an agenda and input that describes the work, decisions and plans of the group. The agenda and input should be submitted to the supervisor before each meeting.

At the start of the program, both the teaching and the project work are largely run by the teacher/supervisor. This dynamic gradually shifts as the program progresses so that for their final projects, the groups will be fully autonomous, with the supervisor taking on a purely advisory role. This is intended to nurture the academic and professional development of the students. However, the project description and synopsis – if appropriate – must always be approved by a supervisor.


Feedback, evaluation, and marking 

At NoMA, evaluation and feedback are essential for the learning process. Marks are given for projects and major reports, and the students will receive oral feedback from the teachers. Thus,focus is on the work and academic delveopment of the students.

The students will hold compulsory meetings with their teacher/supervisor not only during the project phase, but also on a regular basis in the daily activities.


Collaboration with the business community

The purpose of collaborating with the business community is to ensure that the program is regularly reviewed so that the students receive training in the disciplines that are in demand.

The business community may contribute to the ongoing revision of the program and provide ideas for – and make themselves available in connection with – the content and projects of the program, the use of guest speakers, etc.

A follow-up group has been set up to ensure that links with the business community are maintained. External examiners are used, and we work hard to organize study trips to companies, institutions and the like. In addition, we place emphasis on engaging guest speakers from the business community throughout the program.

Pedagogical profile

The students will experience a study environment imbued with: 

· Holistically oriented teaching and projects with close links to practical situations

· A high level of ambition

· Individualization in the form of guidance, ongoing feedback and focus on the student as a complete person

· Innovative forms of teaching

· Good relations




PAGE  
7

